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recognition as a vital part of scientific research and it is playing an increasing role in 
science education as well. This appears to be much less the case in history education, 
even though casual explanation, which is a central concern of dialogue in science, is 
prominent in history as well. The goal of the research is to explore ways to raise the level 
of student discourse by helping students develop distinctive ways of contributing to the 
progress of explanation-seeking dialogue. This research is relevant both to teaching in 
these two core areas of elementary school curricula and to developing communication 
and collaborative skills transferable beyond these school subjects. 

Parent Education & Professional Development: 
• Jackman ICS graduate, author Paul Tough gives a talk to over 200 friends of the Lab 

School on his book “How Children Succeed: Grit, Curiosity and the Hidden Power of 
Character”. 

International Leadership: 
• Elizabeth Morley travels to New York to plan the 2014 International Association of 

Laboratory Schools Conference. She visits 4 lab schools on behalf of the IALS of which 
she was past-president this year, recruiting leadership for the conference. 
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Dissemination: 
• Ben Peebles and Richard Messina are invited to visit Nanjing Elementary School of 

Baiyunyuan in Nanjing, China for a week. The Nanjing School has been working with 
Dr. Yibing Zhang of the School of Education, Nanjing Normal University to integrate the 
“Knowledge Building” teaching approach into their classrooms and is hoping to create a 
research partnership with Jackman ICS, the hub school of “Knowledge Building”. 

• Andrea Cousineau invited by Evergreen Brickworks to lead a webinar session for their 
national affiliates with focus on inquiry-based Environmental Education using Natural 
Curiosity 

• The Northwest Territories Department of Education, Culture and Employment asked the 
Atkinson Centre at OISE/UT to review its draft Kindergarten curriculum. NT is taking 
an innovative approach combining the many Aboriginal cultures of the territories with 
European perspectives.  The curriculum will be used in all early years settings, first in the 
NT and then across the Territories. Julie Comay is an invited expert to review and 
provide feedback on the curriculum and on the accompanying report card. 

Jackman ICS in the News: 
• In Winter 2013 edition of UofT EDGE Magazine, Jackman ICS Director, Prof. Janette 

Pelletier answers the question “How Do Kids Learn?” Dr. Pelletier states that at the Lab 
School “it begins with their natural curiosity”, encouraging students to ask questions, 
share theories, research and communally build deep knowledge in a safe environment in 
which it is okay to make mistakes. See the article here: 
http://www.research.utoronto.ca/edge/winter2013/how-do-kids-learn-post/ 

Research: 
• Research conducted in our Library program and many Primary and Junior Grade 

Classrooms:  “Critical Literacy Meets Inquiry Pedagogy:  Teachers’ Practices in 
Elementary Classrooms” by principal investigators: Dr. Yiola Cleovoulou, Jackman ICS 
professor; Chriss Bogert, and Richard Messina. This project explores elementary 
teachers’ a



January 2013 
Visitors: 

• 60 pre-service teachers from the OISE Doncrest B Ed Option toured the Lab School 
• 20 TCDSB teachers and Administrators attend full day Math workshop, tour and observe 

lesson (See M4YC research below) 
• Japanese researchers from the National Institute for Educational Policy Research (NIER) & 

Japan International Cooperative Agency (JICA) 
• Dean’s Drop-In. Hosted by OISE Dean Julia O’Sullivan, OISE faculty and staff visit and 

tour the Lab School. 
Research: 

• Mathematics for Young Children (M4YC) Early Primary Collaborative Inquiry Project: 
Launch of Phase 2 with Toronto Catholic District School Board. Teachers and 
administrators from St. Andrew and St. Charles Garnier Schools visit Jackman ICS to 
learn about Lesson Study and our inquiry approach to Mathematics in the kindergarten 
years. They watch a demonstration math lesson with Carol Stephenson in our SK 
classroom. 

Supporting Pre-service Teacher Training: 
• 



	 	

              
        

         
        

              
          

      
    

                
   

        
             

    
  

          
  

                   
      

  
         

          
           

         
 

           
          

        
      

         
        

 
         

            
      

     
     

   
            

             
           

 
     
             

       
             

       
           

            
               

              

School at the Dr. Eric Jackman Institute of Child Study. The Suzuki Fellows see, learn, 



Professor Emeritus, OISE and Special Advisor to the Premier of Ontario and Ben Levin, 
Professor, OISE. http://conted.oise.utoronto.ca/ImprovementInnovationInclusion.html 

Supporting Pre-service Teacher Training: 
• Michael Martins and Richard Messina run a workshop on how to teach Shakespeare’s 

“Twelfth Night” to 2nd Year MA students 
• Richard Messina co-teaches the 1st Year Master of Arts in Child Study and Education 

science course, 



	 	

                 
   

 
              

     
                

       
      

    
 

      
           

           
      

           
         
            

        
      

  
             

            
         

            
     

     
   

             
         

     
             

             
      

        
     

        
      

  
           

   
 

           
           

       
          

        
    

         
             

   

from nursery school to Grade 6 receive an education based on the newest ideas in how to 
teach and learn”. 










