
What's New in Windows 11 

Windows 11, the latest operating system for PC desktop computers and laptops, now comes with all new devices given 
to the OISE community as part of Education Commons’ Computer Renewal Program since the summer of 2023 

Both in function and form, Windows 11 is still very similar to what you may already be using, Windows 10. While there 
are no radical changes, there are still some key differences to know – this short guide will tell you more. 

 
Centered Start menu and icons in taskbar  
 
The first thing you will notice to be different is the appearance of Windows 11. The familiar Start menu and icons in your 
task bar are still present and visible, but are now centered in the middle of the screen instead of the left side as you may 
be used to.  
 
If you still prefer the layout in Windows 10, you have the option to align your Start menu and tool bar  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.oise.utoronto.ca/educationcommons/services/computer-renewal-program


Consistent and accessible display themes  
 
You may have used dark mode in Windows 10, lessening brightness and its possible effect at reducing eye strain, but at 
times this feature did not work consistently across browsers and apps. Windows 11’s dark mode is easier to find and 
turn on compared to Windows 10 (Just go to your Settings menu and find “Personalization”).  
 
As well, you can find more accessible options for your display, such as “Contrast themes” that can help people living with 
low vision and light sensitivity.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Widgets 
 

tŝŶĚŽǁƐ�ϭϭ�ǁŝĚŐĞƚƐ�ŽīĞƌ�Ă�ƌĂŶŐĞ�ŽĨ�ďĞŶĞĮƚƐ͕�ĞŶŚĂŶĐŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟǀŝƚǇ�ĂŶĚ�ŬĞĞƉŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƌĞĂů-ƟŵĞ͘�dŚĞƐĞ�
ĐƵƐƚŽŵŝǌĂďůĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƟǀĞ�ŵŝŶŝ-ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƉůĂĐĞĚ�ŽŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĚĞƐŬƚŽƉ�Žƌ�ƐŶĂƉƉĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƚĂƐŬďĂƌ͕ �ƉƌŽǀŝĚŝŶŐ�
quick access to relevĂŶƚ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͘�tŝƚŚ�ǁŝĚŐĞƚƐ͕�ǇŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ĞīŽƌƚůĞƐƐůǇ�ƐƚĂǇ�ƵƉĚĂƚĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƚĞƐƚ�ŶĞǁƐ͕�ǁĞĂƚŚĞƌ�
forecasts, and stock market updates. You can also keep track of your calendar appointments, to-do lists, and upcoming 
events, ensuring you never miss an important task. Widgets can display live data such as system performance metrics, 
ĂůůŽǁŝŶŐ�ǇŽƵ�ƚŽ�ŵŽŶŝƚŽƌ�ŬĞǇ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�Ăƚ�Ă�ŐůĂŶĐĞ͘�&ƵƌƚŚĞƌŵŽƌĞ͕�tŝŶĚŽǁƐ�ϭϭ�ǁŝĚŐĞƚƐ�ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůŝǌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵŝƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ƉƌĞĨĞƌĞŶĐĞƐ͕�ĞŶƐƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ǇŽƵ�ŶĞĞĚ͕�ƌŝŐŚƚ�Ăƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĮŶŐĞƌƟƉƐ͘ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

Single-Channel Audio 
 
Experience enhanced audio accessibility with Windows 
ϭϭ�DŽŶŽ��ƵĚŝŽ͘�dŚŝƐ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ�ĐŽŵďŝŶĞƐ�ƚŚĞ�ůĞŌ�ĂŶĚ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�
stereo audio channels into a single channel, allowing you 
to hear all audio content in a way that suits your needs. 
By merging the audio channels, Windows 11 ensures that 
individuals with hearing impairments or mono audio 
ƉƌĞĨĞƌĞŶĐĞƐ�ĐĂŶ�ƐƟůů�ĨƵůůǇ�ĞŶũŽǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŵƉƌĞŚĞŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�
sounds from their computer. Whether it's music, videos, 
Žƌ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŵƵůƟŵĞĚŝĂ͕�DŽŶŽ��ƵĚŝŽ�ŝŶ�tŝŶĚŽǁƐ�ϭϭ�



 

 

 

 

 

 

&ŽĐƵƐ�^ĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ 
 
Build healthy digital habits ĂŶĚ�ďŽŽƐƚ�ƉƌŽĚƵĐƟǀŝƚǇ�ǁŝƚŚ�
tŝŶĚŽǁƐ�ϭϭ�ĨŽĐƵƐ�ƐĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ͘�&ŽĐƵƐ�ƐĞƐƐŝŽŶƐ�ƚƵƌŶƐ�ŽŶ��Ž�
EŽƚ��ŝƐƚƵƌď͕�ƚƵƌŶƐ�Žī�ƚĂƐŬ�ďĂƌ�ďĂĚŐĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƚĞŐƌĂƚĞƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�
ǇŽƵƌ�ĐůŽĐŬ�ƚŽ�ůĂƵŶĐŚ�Ă�ƟŵĞƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĞůƉƐ�ǇŽƵ�ĨŽĐƵƐ�ĂŶĚ�
reminds you to take breaks. 

Eye Control 
 
tŝƚŚ�tŝŶĚŽǁƐ�ϭϭ�ĞǇĞ�ĐŽŶƚƌŽů͕�ǇŽƵ�ĐĂŶ�ĞīŽƌƚůĞƐƐůǇ�
ŶĂǀŝŐĂƚĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĐŽŵƉƵƚĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ĂƉƉůŝĐĂƟŽŶƐ�ƵƐŝŶŐ�ũƵƐƚ�ǇŽƵƌ�
ĞǇĞƐ͘�dŚŝƐ�ŝŶŶŽǀĂƟǀĞ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞ�ĞŶĂďůĞƐ�ƵƐĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƚ�
with their PC through eye movements, providing a 
convenient and hands-free method of control. By tracking 
your eye movements, Windows 11 allows you to move 
the cursor, perform clicks, and execute various 
ĐŽŵŵĂŶĚƐ͕�Ăůů�ǁŝƚŚŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŶĞĞĚ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ƚƌĂĚŝƟŽŶĂů�ŵŽƵƐĞ�
or keyboard.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Integra�ng with MS 365 apps to support remote work. 

Compared to Windows 10, tŝŶĚŽǁƐ�ϭϭ�ŝƐ�ďĞƩĞƌ�ĨŽƌ�ƌĞŵŽƚĞ�ĂŶĚ�ŚǇďƌŝĚ�ĞŶǀŝƌŽŶŵĞŶƚƐ͘�&Žƌ�ĞǆĂŵƉůĞ͕�DŝĐƌŽƐŽŌ�dĞĂŵƐ�
now has a dedicated icon in the taskbar. And with Teams available by default, Windows 11 supports background blur, eye 
ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ�ĂĚũƵƐƚŵĞŶƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ŵĞĞƟŶŐƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĂƵƚŽŵĂƟĐ�ĨƌĂming. 

 

Improved performance and security 

Perhaps the most important change is that Windows 11 is built to be more secure than its predecessors. As the newest 
ŽƉĞƌĂƟŶŐ�ƐǇƐƚĞŵ͕�tŝŶĚŽǁƐ�ϭϭ�ŶŽǁ�ŐĞƚƐ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĂũŽƌŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ�ĨƌŽŵ�DŝĐƌŽƐŽŌ�ǁŚĞŶ�ŝƚ�ĐŽŵĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĨƵƚƵƌĞ�ƵƉĚĂƚĞƐ͘ 

�ŶŚĂŶĐĞĚ�ŝĚĞŶƟƚǇ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƟŽŶ͕�ƐŝŵƉůŝĮĞĚ�ƉĂƐƐǁŽƌĚ�ŵĂŶĂŐĞŵĞŶƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŶĞǁ�ĨĞĂƚƵƌĞƐ�ůŝŬĞ�^ŵĂƌƚ��ƉƉ��ŽŶƚƌŽů͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŚĞůƉƐ�
ƉƌĞǀĞŶƚ�ƐĐƌŝƉƟŶŐ�ĂƩĂĐŬƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽƚĞĐƚ�ƵƐĞƌƐ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŵĂůǁĂƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƉŚŝƐŚŝŶŐ͕�ŵĂŬĞƐ�tŝŶĚŽǁƐ�ϭϭ�ƚŚĞ�ŵŽƐƚ�ƐĞĐƵƌĞ�ŽƉƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�
PC users in the OISE community. 

 

 


